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NATIONAL TERRORISM PUBLIC ALERT — UPGRADE 

Statement by Acting Minister for Police 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Acting Minister for Police) [2.01 pm]: As Acting Minister for Police I wish 
to advise the house that on Friday, 12 September 2014, the Prime Minister announced that Australia’s national 
terrorism public alert level was to be raised from medium to high. The decision to raise the alert level was based 
on advice from the Australian Security and Intelligence Organisation and other security and intelligence 
agencies. The change in alert level was prompted not by a particular plot or knowledge of a specific attack plan, 
but because of concern surrounding the increasing number of Australians connected to, working with, or inspired 
by terrorist groups such as the Islamic State and the Levant—ISIL—Jabhat al-Nusru and al-Qaeda. The threat 
posed has been increasing for more than a year. More recently, the Australian government has become deeply 
concerned about Australians involved in the Syrian and Iraqi conflicts and the domestic ramifications arising 
from that. 

Australia’s terrorism public alert system has been at medium since its inception in 2003. Raising the level to high 
means that a terrorist attack is likely, but it does not mean that a terrorist attack will occur. Raising the level is 
a reflection of increasing concerns by Australian authorities that it may occur. However, the high alert is 
intended to raise vigilance and awareness in the community. The Australian government has provided more than 
$630 million to enhance the counterterrorism capacity of the Australian Federal Police and other agencies, 
including ASIO, the Australian Secret Intelligence Service and the Australian Customs and Border Protection 
Service. 

In order to act in accordance with the high alert level, Western Australia Police will increase its vigilance of and 
presence in places of mass gatherings and major public events, and review its security plans to ensure they 
remain appropriate. I am confident that Western Australia Police is well trained, equipped and prepared to deal 
with any threat to Western Australia. It has plans in place to deal with any eventuality and regularly exercises 
those plans. It is also a part of a strong national counterterrorism network and works closely and regularly with 
other jurisdictions and Australian government agencies. 

There is no suggestion that the Western Australian public need to change the way they go about their daily 
business. However, members of the public can assist by being vigilant and reporting any suspicious activities to 
the National Security Hotline on 1800 123 400 or by contacting local police. Suspicious activities might include: 
unusual behaviour on or around public transport or in key public locations; offensive or extremist propaganda 
being displayed in the community; or stickers on vehicles or graffiti that promote racism or extremist ideology. 
Western Australia is a diverse community, comprising people known to be inclusive and tolerant. It is important 
that those values are remembered and that appropriate respect is paid to all in our community. 
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